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General

This paper proved to be more challenging than last summer’s, demonstrated by a reduction in the
mean from 49.2 to 39.5. However, there was an increase in the standard deviation from 7.8 to 9.1
which showed that the paper differentiated better between students.

Students are clearly being prepared effectively for this paper and there appears to be no ambiguity
present in terms of understanding the general demands of each question. Centres have prepared
effectively their students to meet the challenges posed by the higher mark questions (1e, 2¢ and
3c). Information provided in each of the three Items appeared to be understood and was well
utiised in the answers of the higher mark questions. There was some evidence, however, that
students failed to apply their answers to the context of the Item for some of the lower mark
questions. This was particularly evident in question 1(b).

There was a pleasing reduction in the number of students who had ‘prepared answers’ for the
evaluation/ reasoned judgements questions. The use of generic comments limits marks to the
lowest level for this assessment objective. The number of students who achieved higher level
evaluation marks was slightly disappointing. Centres are encouraged to spend time with their
students in helping them develop their ability to make reasoned judgements in their answers. Too
often, the only attempt at reasoned judgement in an answer was where a student would state what
their overall decision was, but then fail to support their position with evidence from the Item.
Higher level reasoned judgement (evaluation) can be achieved through a number of routes. For
example:

« making a clear judgement as to which side of any argument was stronger and why;

«  highlighting what was the key factor in making the decision and justifying why this was the

key factor;
« relating the decision back to the character(s) in the Item and assessing the impact on them.

Reasoned judgement does need not be complicated but should be a genuine attempt to come to a
decision backed up with justification.

There was no evidence that timing was an issue and performance was generally consistent across
the three questions.
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