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Do you agree with Natasha that the migration of workers, both into and out of the UK,
benefits the UK economy? Justify your answer.
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The UK government is considering the following policies to encourage young people,
such as Jayne, to work in the computer games industry:

« giving money to UK computer games businesses, allowing them to increase the
wages paid to computer games developers
« reducing university fees by 50% for students who study computer science.

Which policy would you recommend that the government should use? Give reasons for
your answer.
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Item B

Jayne will be leaving school in six months’ time. She has been offered a job as a
sales assistant in a games shop. Jayne knows that she could earn much more if
she trained to become a computer games developer.

Average weekly wage
Computer games developer £720
Sales assistant £240

Jayne has read that the computer games industry in the UK is growing at a fast
rate but it is difficult to find staff with the right skills. The number of young people
studying computing at school has fallen, and universities are finding it difficult to
fill their courses. People with the right skills often go to Canada or the USA where
computer games businesses offer much higher wages than in the UK. Computer
games businesses in Canada receive money from their government. This means
that they can afford to pay higher wages to attract new staff from all over the world.

Jayne has been told that if she obtained a degree in computer science, it would
make it much easier for her to become a games developer. Jayne knows that
university fees are expensive and that students often leave university with debts as
large as £40 000. The thought of being this much in debt worries her.
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1f Jayne were employed as a computer games developer, she would be paid three
times the wage of a sales assistant.

‘Explain two reasons why there is such a big difference in wages between the two types
of job. (6 marks)

1
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Htem A
Buying a Laptop

Natashais 18 and lives at home with her parents and younger brother. She is at
college studying for her Alevels and hopes to go to university in October. She has
‘apart-time job at a large music store. She works there usually one day a week, on
‘Saturday or Sunday.

Natasha would like to buy a laptop computer. She thinks that a laptop would be
usefulfor university, as well as for college work and personal use. Her preferred
Iaptop will cost £450 but she has savings of only £250. Natasha's friends have
said that she should get a credit card 5o that she can buy the laptop immediately.
Her father is against crediit cards because of their high interest rates and possible:
penalty charges that might have to be paid. He thinks that it would be much better
for Natasha to save and not to get into deb.

Natasha has drawn up a budget for a typical month to see whether she can
increase her savings. She gives £60 per month from her part-time job to her
parents towards housekeeping. They want her to get into good habits for when she
leaves home. Natasha thinks that she might be able to increase her saving to £25
per monthif she cuts back on her spending.

Natasha’s Monthly Budget
Monthly Income. B Monthly Outgoings B
Eamings from parttimejob | 180 | Housekeeping 60
Clothes. 0
Mobile phone 30
‘Going out with fiends 30
Travel to workicollege: 15
‘Saving 5
Total | 180 Total | 180
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If Natasha decides to buy the laptop computer, she could
« wait until she has saved up enough money to buy it
+ geta credit card and buy it now

 work extra hours at the music store.

What would you advise Natasha to do? Give reasons for your advice.
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Explain the possible benefits that Abena, and other such skilled workers from abroad,
‘may have brought to Natasha's local community.
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Htem C
Impact of Migration

Natasha has a friend called Abena who comes from Ghana. Abena is a materity
nurse who works in a specialist baby unit near to Natasha's home. There is a skills
shortage for specialst nurses in the UK, so the govemment encourages trained
people from abroad to fil these job vacancies.

Natasha has people in her area ng about Some.
were complaining that wages for catain obs had gone down because immigrant
‘workers were willing to work for lower pay, even though they met local community
needs. Others were complaining that, due t0 the increased number of immigrants,
there was greater pressure on schools, hospitals, housing and goverment benefit
payments.

Natasha does not agree with these views as she knows the benefits that Abena
has brought to the local community, as well as the benefits which other such skilled
‘workers from abroad have brought to the UK economy. Natasha also knows that
there are opportunities for her to work abroad once she has obtained her university
qualfications.





